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REGULATIONS & POLICIES



  

This course is being taught to the July 15, 2025 Update 
of the Canadian Basic Amateur Radio Exam Questions.



  

The material in section 1 just needs to be memorized 
to write the exam. Despite this section being called 
“Section 1,” We advise leaving it to the very end of 
your exam preparations. After you get a thorough 

understanding of the other sections, return to 
section 1 to conclude your preparations.



  

B-001-001: Regulatory framework and authority
B-001-002: Amateur Radio Operator Certificate administration
B-001-003: Prohibited transmissions and penalties
B-001-004: Eligibility and qualifications for Amateur Radio Operator 

  Certificate
B-001-005: Installation, modification, repair and programming of 

  radio apparatus
B-001-006: Permissible use and limitations of amateur radio 

  equipment/stations

SECTION 1 QUESTION CATEGORIES:
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B-001-015: Operating privileges and band limits
B-001-016: Bandwidth and emission mode restrictions
B-001-017: Transmitter power limits
B-001-018: Repeater and special station rules
B-001-019: Technical standards and station requirements
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B-001-024: RF exposure safety (Safety Code 6)
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         responsibility

SECTION 1 QUESTION CATEGORIES:



  

QUESTION SECTION B-001-001: 
Regulatory framework and 

authority



  

B-001-001: Regulatory framework and authority

Legal Authority and Administration of Amateur Radio in Canada
● Which document assigns the authority to make Canadian 

regulations governing radiocommunications? Answer: The 
Radiocommunication Act

● This is the primary federal law (an Act of Parliament) that 
gives the government the power to create and enforce rules 
for all radio use in Canada. Without this Act, there would be no 
legal basis for any radiocommunication regulations.



  

B-001-001: Regulatory framework and authority

Legal Authority and Administration of Amateur Radio in Canada

● The same Radiocommunication Act empowers the Minister to issue detailed 
operating standards (often called RIC-24 or similar documents) specifically 
for amateur radio stations. These standards cover technical and 
operational rules that hams must follow.

● Commonly abbreviated as ISED (Innovation, Science and Economic 
Development Canada  - formerly Industry Canada), this federal department 
oversees the Act. ISED handles amateur radio licensing, examinations, call 
sign management, spectrum allocation for hams, and enforcement of the 
rules.



  

B-001-001: Regulatory framework and authority

Legal Authority and Administration of Amateur Radio in Canada

● Which document defines the Canadian "amateur radio service"? Answer: The 
Radiocommunication Regulations 

● These are the detailed regulations (SOR/96-484) made under the authority of 
the Radiocommunication Act. They include the official definition of the 
amateur radio service: a non-commercial service for self-training, 
intercommunication, and technical investigation by individuals with a 
personal (non-financial) interest in radio.



  

QUESTION SECTION B-001-002: 
Amateur Radio Operator Certificate 

administration



  

B-001-002: Amateur Radio Operator Certificate administration

Certificate Validity and Lifespan
●Once you pass your exam(s) and receive the 

certificate, it never expires. It is valid for life. This 
applies even if you move abroad temporarily — the 
certificate remains valid for life.



  

B-001-002: Amateur Radio Operator Certificate administration

Address Change Requirements (Notify ISED Promptly!)
● ISED (Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada) needs 

your current mailing address for official notices (eX: rule 
changes, enforcement letters, or certificate reprints). Use the 
online form on the ISED Amateur Radio Service Centre website to 
update it — it's quick and free. Failing to notify within 30 days can 
lead to issues if ISED needs to contact you. The Amateur Radio 
Operator Certificate should stay at your registered address.



  

B-001-002: Amateur Radio Operator Certificate administration

Certificate Retention and Inspection
● Keep the original Certificate at your station location. If an ISED 

inspector (radio inspector) requests to see it during a visit or 
investigation, you have 48 hours to produce it — this gives 
flexibility if you're not home or need to retrieve a copy.

● It's not an immediate "show me now" demand like some other 
licences.



  

B-001-002: Amateur Radio Operator Certificate administration

Fees for Certificate and Call Sign Actions
● B-001-002-006 — What is the fee for a first Amateur Radio 

Operator Certificate? Answer: Free  
● B-001-002-009 — What is the fee for changing an existing 

call sign (including changing to a two-letter call sign)? 
AnsweR: $60



  

QUESTION SECTION B-001-003: 
Prohibited transmissions and 

penalties



  

B-001-003: Prohibited transmissions and penalties

Operating Outside Amateur Bands
● Stick to your authorized amateur bands (EX: 2m, 40m, etc.). 

Transmitting elsewhere (eX: on marine, aviation, or 
broadcast frequencies) is illegal — even accidentally — and 
the control operator (the licensed person in control) can 
face fines or other penalties from ISED.



  

B-001-003: Prohibited transmissions and penalties

False or Fraudulent Messages and Distress Signals
● Never fake an emergency — no jokes, tests, or pranks with 

"MAYDAY," "SOS," or false distress calls. This is called a false or 
fraudulent distress signal/message under section 9 of the 
Radiocommunication Act.

● It's a criminal offence (summary conviction), punishable by up to 
$5,000 fine, 1 year in prison, or both. Real emergencies only — false 
ones endanger lives and tie up rescue resources.



  

B-001-003: Prohibited transmissions and penalties

Interference and Obstruction
● Deliberate jamming, willful interference, or blocking 

legitimate communications (even non-amateur) is illegal. 
Same penalties as false distress: up to $5,000 fine and/or 1 
year imprisonment. Accidental interference should be 
corrected immediately.



  

B-001-003: Prohibited transmissions and penalties

Legal Basis for Offences and Penalties
● All these rules and punishments come from the 

Radiocommunication Act (federal legislation). It's the 
source law enforced by Innovation, Science and Economic 
Development Canada (ISED). The Act outlines prohibitions 
(eX: section 9) and penalties.



  

B-001-003: Prohibited transmissions and penalties

Suspension of Certificate and Inspector Powers
● B-001-003-005 — Which of the following is NOT correct? The 

Minister of Innovation, Science and Industry may suspend an 
Amateur Radio Operator Certificate: Answer: with no notice, 
or opportunity to make representations thereto  



  

B-001-003: Prohibited transmissions and penalties

Suspension of Certificate and Inspector Powers
● B-001-003-006 — Which of the following statements is NOT 

correct? Answer: a radio inspector may enter a dwelling 
without the consent of the occupant and without a 
warrant 



  

QUESTION SECTION B-001-004: 
Eligibility and qualifications for 

Amateur Radio Operator Certificate



  

B-001-004: Eligibility and qualifications for Amateur Radio Operator Certificate

Age and Basic Eligibility Requirements
● Anyone can attempt the exam and hold the certificate — no 

minimum or maximum age, no citizenship requirement. The 
only firm condition is a valid Canadian mailing address (for 
ISED correspondence and regulatory purposes).

● Kids as young as elementary school age have passed and 
gotten licensed!



  

B-001-004: Eligibility and qualifications for Amateur Radio Operator Certificate

Required Examination for Initial Certification
● The Basic Qualification (100-question multiple-choice exam, 

70% pass 80% Honours) is mandatory. Passing it grants your 
Amateur Radio Operator Certificate and entry-level 
privileges (ex: limited power, VHF/UHF + some HF bands). 
Without Basic, no certificate is issued — it's the foundation.



  

B-001-004: Eligibility and qualifications for Amateur Radio Operator Certificate

Equivalent Certificates for Direct Issuance
● Certain older professional maritime radio certificates (like the 

Canadian Radiocommunication Operator General Certificate 
Maritime (RGMC) are recognized as equivalent. Holders can be 
issued an Amateur Radio Operator Certificate with full privileges 
(equivalent to Basic + Morse + Advanced in some cases, per 
historical equivalency rules in RIC-3). This is a legacy provision — 
most new hams take the Basic exam instead.



  

B-001-004: Eligibility and qualifications for Amateur Radio Operator Certificate

Order of Additional Qualifications and Morse Code Requirement

● Once you have Basic, you can add additional qualifications in any order: 
Advanced Qualification (another exam for higher power, repeaters, remote 
control, club station sponsorship, etc.).

● Morse Code Qualification (send/receive plain text at 5 wpm for 3 minutes 
each — no longer required for HF access below 30 MHz, but still available 
for those who want it or for international reciprocity in some cases).

● Note: Scoring 80%+ on Basic gives "Basic with Honours" (extra HF privileges 
without Morse or Advanced). This is your goal!



  

B-001-004: Eligibility and qualifications for Amateur Radio Operator Certificate

Scope of Authorization

● B-001-004-006 — You hold an Amateur Radio Operator Certificate with 
Advanced Qualification. Besides the amateur radio service, in what other 
service does this authorization allow you to operate a station? Answer: No 
other service

● The Amateur Radio Operator Certificate (even with Advanced) is only for the 
amateur radio service. It does not authorize operation in maritime, 
aeronautical, land mobile, or other professional/commercial services — 
those require separate certificates. Ham certification is hobby-specific.



  

QUESTION SECTION B-001-005: 
Installation, modification, repair, 

and programming of radio 
apparatus



  

B-001-005: Installation, modification, repair, and programming of radio apparatus

General Rule for Advanced Qualification Holders
● Even with Advanced (which allows building/modifying 

transmitters, higher power, repeaters, etc.), you can only do these 
actions on behalf of someone else if they hold a valid Amateur 
Radio Operator Certificate (the "authorization" for amateur 
apparatus). This applies to amateur-specific gear. Advanced 
doesn't let you service non-hams or commercial equipment outside 
amateur rules.



  

B-001-005: Installation, modification, repair, and programming of radio apparatus

Specific Case: Reprogramming a Land Mobile Transmitter for 2m 
Amateur Use
● B-001-005-002 — Under what circumstances can an amateur radio operator 

reprogram a land mobile transmitter on behalf of another person for use 
on 2 metres? Answer: Only if the other person holds an Amateur Radio 
Operator Certificate 

● Reprogramming commercial/land mobile gear (ex: to operate on 2m amateur 
band) counts as modification. You can only do this for someone who already 
has their own Amateur Radio Operator Certificate. This prevents turning 
commercial radios into amateur ones for unlicensed users.



  

B-001-005: Installation, modification, repair, and programming of radio apparatus

Core Requirement Across Installation, Repair, and Placing in Service
● For any of these actions: (installation, repair, place in 

service/operation), both parties need Amateur Radio Operator 
Certificates. You (the helper) must be licensed to handle amateur 
gear, and the owner must be licensed to operate it. No exceptions 
for Basic-only holders helping unlicensed friends.



  

B-001-005: Installation, modification, repair, and programming of radio apparatus

Basic + Morse Qualification Scenario

● B-001-005-004 — An amateur radio operator with Basic and Morse code 
qualifications may install an amateur radio station for another person: 
Answer: only if the other person is the holder of a valid Amateur Radio 
Operator Certificate

● Teaching Point: Even with Basic + Morse (which gives full HF access without 
Advanced), the rule is the same: You can install a station only if the other 
person holds a valid certificate. Morse doesn't grant extra "service" 
privileges — the focus remains on the owner's authorization.



  

QUESTION SECTION B-001-006: 
Permissible use and limitations of 
amateur radio equipment/stations



  

B-001-006: Permissible use and limitations of amateur radio equipment/stations

Supervision Requirement for Very Low-Power Stations
● Normally, any amateur station must be operated by (or under the 

direct supervision of) a licensed amateur with a valid call sign. For 
very low-power setups (≤2 W output), the rule is explicit: 
supervision by a certified operator with a call sign is required — no 
unsupervised or unlicensed operation, even at tiny power levels. 
This prevents misuse of low-power "license-exempt" style gear in 
amateur contexts.



  

B-001-006: Permissible use and limitations of amateur radio equipment/stations

Who You May Communicate With
● You can only talk to other amateur radio stations (or stations in 

services with reciprocal or similar amateur authorizations, EX: 
foreign hams under CEPT/ IARP agreements).

● No casual chit-chat with CB, FRS, marine, aviation, police, or other 
non-amateur services — even if you can hear them.



  

B-001-006: Permissible use and limitations of amateur radio equipment/stations

Use of Amplifiers with License-Exempt Transmitters
● License-exempt devices (EX: FRS walkie-talkies, Part 15 toys, Wi-Fi 

routers) are strictly limited in power and cannot be amplified. An 
amateur cannot attach a linear amplifier to boost them into 
amateur bands — it's illegal and voids their exempt status. Use 
only certified amateur transmitters for amplification.



  

B-001-006: Permissible use and limitations of amateur radio equipment/stations

Transmitting Outside Amateur Bands with Amateur Equipment
● Amateur radio gear (even modified) is never permitted to transmit 

on non-amateur frequencies (eX: marine VHF, airband, public safety, 
land mobile). Amateur equipment is not type-accepted/certified 
for those services, and doing so violates the Radiocommunication 
Act and Regulations. 



  

B-001-006: Permissible use and limitations of amateur radio equipment/stations

Transmitting Outside Amateur Bands with Amateur Equipment
● B-001-006-005 — Which of the following statements is NOT correct? 

A person may operate radio apparatus, authorized in the amateur 
radio service: AnsweR: on aeronautical, marine or land mobile 
frequencies

● you cannot use amateur-authorized apparatus on aeronautical, 
marine, or land mobile bands.



  

B-001-006: Permissible use and limitations of amateur radio equipment/stations

Programming Amateur Radios for Land Mobile Frequencies

● B-001-006-006 — Some VHF and UHF FM radios purchased for use in the 
amateur radio service can also be programmed to communicate on 
frequencies used for the land mobile service. Under what conditions is this 
permissible? Answer: The radio is certified and licensed for use in the land 
mobile service

● Land Mobile Radio (LMR) can be used for commercial and public safety 
purposes (Law Enforcement, Fire & EMS, Utilities, etc.). LMR is available in 30-
50 MHz (Low VHF Band), 150-172 MHz (High VHF Band), and 450-470 (UHF). 



  

QUESTION SECTION B-001-007: 
Permitted and prohibited 
communications content



  

B-001-007: Permitted and prohibited communications content

Business Communications and Planning
●  No business talk at all — not even "occasional" or planning 

club fundraising/sales.
● Amateur radio cannot support industrial, business, or 

professional activities. No selling gear, coordinating work, 
or discussing paid services. 



  

B-001-007: Permitted and prohibited communications content

Broadcasting and One-Way Transmissions to the Public
●  Amateur radio is two-way communication between licensed 

amateurs (or similar services). No one-way "broadcasts" to 
anyone listening (ex: no net control reading news 
bulletins for the public, no podcast-style transmissions).



  

B-001-007: Permitted and prohibited communications content

Secret Codes, Encryption, and Encoding
● Everything must be open and decodable by anyone monitoring. No secret 

ciphers/encryption to hide meaning (Standard abbreviations like Q codes, 
prosigns, or published digital modes are fine — they're not secret.)

● If you invent a new encoding/digital mode, publish the details publicly (Ex: in 
open-source docs or journals) so anyone can decode it.

● Purpose: Amateur radio is about transparency and learning — no "private" 
messages.



  

B-001-007: Permitted and prohibited communications content

Secret Codes, Encryption, and Encoding
● B-001-007-006 — When may an amateur radio station transmit an 

encoded message? Answer: Only when the encoding or cipher is not 
secret  

● You could transmit and test encrypted messages providing the 
cipher key is publicly available so that the plain text of the 
message can be determined.



  

B-001-007: Permitted and prohibited communications content

Preventing Retransmission of Prohibited Content (ex: Music)
● No retransmitting music, commercial broadcasts, podcasts, or non-amateur 

signals (EX: no leaving your receiver on a FM broadcast station while 
transmitting).

● If accidental retransmission happens (EX: open mic picking up background 
radio/TV), lower the background volume or mute it. This avoids violating the 
ban on retransmitting broadcasting material or commercial content.



  

QUESTION SECTION B-001-008: 
Station types, qualifications for 
specific operations and location



  

B-001-008: Station types, qualifications for specific operations and location

Geographic Scope of Operation
● Your Canadian Amateur Radio certificate is valid nationwide — no provincial 

restrictions. Operate from home, portable (EX: parks, vehicles), mobile, or 
temporary locations anywhere in Canada (including remote areas), as long 
as you follow band/power rules and identification. Great for travel 
Anywhere in Canada!

● You are not required to append a regional suffix (like /VE6, /portable VE6, or 
similar) when operating in a different call region from your home one. You 
can do this if you want to, but it's purely voluntary—not a legal obligation.



  

B-001-008: Station types, qualifications for specific operations and location

Geographic Scope of Operation (Outside of Canada)
● As a Canadian amateur radio operator you can operate in the United States under 

the long-standing bilateral reciprocal operating agreement between Canada and 
the USA (dating back to the 1952 treaty).

● No paperwork, permit, or application is required — it's automatic for qualified 
Canadian citizens holding a valid Amateur Radio Operator Certificate from 
ISED/RAC.

● For Other countries, there are provisions in CEPT/IARU. 



  

B-001-008: Station types, qualifications for specific operations and location

Geographic Scope of Operation (Outside of Canada)

● When operating 
stateside You 
identify using your 
Canadian call sign 
followed by a 
slash “/” and  the 
appropriate US 
call area 
indicator.

● EX: VE5REV/W5 



  

B-001-008: Station types, qualifications for specific operations and location

One-Way Transmissions Allowed
● amateur contacts are almost exclusively two-way.
● Beacon stations (automated, low-power signals on known 

frequencies for propagation testing) are the only exception 
allowing one-way transmissions. 



  

B-001-008: Station types, qualifications for specific operations and location

Qualification Requirements for Building/Assembling 
Equipment
● With Basic Qualification only, you can assemble ("build") 

commercially available transmitter kits of professional design 
(Ex: popular QRP radio kits).

● This is "kit assembly," not full
homebrew design.



  

B-001-008: Station types, qualifications for specific operations and location

Qualification Requirements for Repeaters, Club Stations, and 
Homebrew/Advanced Gear
● To install a repeater, an amateur radio club station, or a 

homebrew transmitter or Amp, you need both basic and 
advanced qualifications. 



  

QUESTION SECTION B-001-009: 
Control operator and station 

owner responsibilities



  

B-001-009: Control operator and station owner responsibilities

Who Bears Responsibility?

●  Responsibility is shared. The control operator (the person actually keying 
the mic or sending data) is directly accountable for what is transmitted (eX: 
staying in band, proper ID, no prohibited content). The station owner remains 
responsible for the overall setup (equipment compliance, antenna safety, 
allowing only qualified operators).

● If something goes wrong (EX: out-of-band transmission), ISED can hold both 
accountable.



  

B-001-009: Control operator and station owner responsibilities

Who Can Be a Control Operator?

●  B-001-009-004 — Who may be the control operator of an amateur radio 
station? AnsweR: Any qualified amateur radio operator chosen by the station 
owner

● The station owner chooses the control operator, but they must hold a valid 
Amateur Radio Operator Certificate (at least Basic level, or higher if 
required for the mode/power). No exceptions — unlicensed people cannot be 
control operators, even with permission.



  

B-001-009: Control operator and station owner responsibilities

When and Where Must There Be a Control Operator?
●  There can be No transmitting without a control operator 

present and in control. The control point is the location 
where the operator can directly monitor and control the 
transmitter (EX: mic, keyboard, or remote console if 
properly authorized).



  

B-001-009: Control operator and station owner responsibilities

Unlicensed People (Family, Friends, Visitors) and Operation
●  B-001-009-009 — Under what circumstances can a person 

who does NOT have an Amateur Radio Operator Certificate 
operate an amateur radio station? AnsweR: When the person 
is under supervision, and in the presence of, a person 
holding appropriate qualifications (Amateur Radio Operator 
Certificate).



  

QUESTION SECTION B-001-010: 
Interference rules and
harmful interference



  

B-001-010: Interference rules and harmful interference

Defining and Prohibiting Harmful Interference
● Harmful interference (defined in the Radiocommunication Act) is 

interference that seriously degrades, obstructs, or repeatedly 
interrupts another service's operation. It includes jamming, 
willful blocking, or excessive spurious emissions. 

● Deliberate interference — even to another ham — is never allowed. 
Accidental interference should be stopped immediately; persistent 
issues must be resolved cooperatively or reported to ISED.



  

B-001-010: Interference rules and harmful interference

Primary vs. Secondary Users and No-Protection Bands
● In secondary allocations (EX: 430–450 MHz / 70 cm band in Canada), 

amateurs are secondary to primary users (eX: 
radiolocation/military).

● On Secondary allocations, “be a polite guest”
● Amateurs must not cause harmful interference to primaries and 

get no protection from them — if a primary shows up, yield or QRT.



  

B-001-010: Interference rules and harmful interference

Primary vs. Secondary Users and No-Protection Bands
● In the 902–928 MHz band (33 cm), amateurs are secondary to ISM 

(industrial, scientific, medical) and licence-exempt devices (EX: 
cordless phones, wireless sensors, some IoT).

● This band is often crowded with non-ham signals — amateurs have 
no protection and must tolerate interference while not causing 
any.



  

B-001-010: Interference rules and harmful interference

Sharing Frequencies Among Amateurs
● B-001-010-004 — What rule applies if two amateur radio operators 

want to use the same frequency? Answer: Both station operators 
have an equal right to operate on the frequency

●  Amateurs have equal rights on any authorized frequency — no one 
"owns" a frequency. Good etiquette (short transmissions, listening 
first, yielding to weaker stations or nets) resolves conflicts.

● No "squatters' rights" — cooperate or move along.



  

B-001-010: Interference rules and harmful interference

Minister's Powers and Test Transmissions
● If ISED finds harmful interference, the Minister can order the 

station to stop operating (shut down) or change 
frequency/power/mode until fixed — serious enforcement power.

● Test transmissions (eX: checking a new antenna, tuning, or mode) 
are allowed only if they cause no interference to any service.

● Short "CQ test" or "testing 1-2-3" calls are fine if the frequency is 
clear; avoid long tests on busy bands.



  

QUESTION SECTION B-001-011: 
Emergency and third-party 

communications



  

B-001-011: Emergency and third-party communications

Normal Communications Restrictions (Even in Emergencies)
●  Even during disaster relief, non-distressed amateur stations must 

stay within amateur bands and communicate only with other 
amateur stations.

● No transmitting on marine, aviation, public safety, or other bands 
— that's reserved for those services.

● This protects safety-of-life frequencies from interference.



  

B-001-011: Emergency and third-party communications

Responding to Distress Signals
●  B-001-011-003 — If you hear an unanswered distress signal on an 

amateur radio band where you DO NOT have privileges to 
communicate: Answer: you may respond and offer assistance

● If you hear a genuine distress call (EX: "MAYDAY" or urgent plea) on 
an amateur frequency you aren't qualified for (EX: HF when you 
have only VHF privileges), you may break in to help — privilege rules 
bend for life-saving. Report it to authorities if possible, but 
prioritize rendering aid.



  

B-001-011: Emergency and third-party communications

Special Permissions for Safety and DistresS
● The only exception to the general “no broadcasting” (one-

way to the public) rule is if radio communications are 
required for immediate safety of life or property (EX: 
alerting others to a wildfire or flood via amateur nets).

● This is rare and must be justified.



  

B-001-011: Emergency and third-party communications

Special Permissions for Safety and Distress
●  If your station is in distress (grave/imminent danger to 

life/property), all rules relax: Use any Means of radio 
communication (frequency, mode, power, or radio - even 
non-amateur gear) to call for help.

● No power limits — use maximum to get through. This mirrors 
international maritime/aviation distress rules.



  

B-001-011: Emergency and third-party communications

Relief Operations and Supporting Disaster Response
●  In declared disasters (or exercises), amateurs can pass 

third-party messages (EX: health/welfare, agency traffic) 
for governments, relief organizations (Red Cross, etc.), or 
the public — but only when normal telecom/internet/cell 
systems are down/overloaded. This includes simulated 
emergencies for training. In peacetime, limited agency 
support is allowed for exercises.



  

B-001-011: Emergency and third-party communications

Etiquette for Non-Involved Operators and Interference
●  During relief nets (organized emergency traffic), stay off the 

frequency unless involved — no chit-chat, testing, or ragchewing. 
Avoid needless transmissions on or near the net frequency.  

● B-001-011-010 — When are you permitted to interfere with another 
station's transmissions? Answer: When your station is directly 
involved with a distress situation



  

QUESTION SECTION B-001-012: 
Third-party traffic and 

remuneration/divulging rules



  

B-001-012: Third-party traffic and remuneration/divulging rules

Payment / Remuneration for Third-Party Messages
●  Amateur radio cannot be used for any form of commercial activity 

or paid service. You cannot charge (or accept payment) for passing 
messages — whether health-and-welfare, emergency, or routine 
third-party traffic.

● This includes no "tips," barter, or indirect compensation (EX: "I'll 
buy you dinner if you relay this").



  

B-001-012: Third-party traffic and remuneration/divulging rules

 Divulging (Revealing) the Content of Communications

● The Radiocommunication Act (section 9) makes it an offence to divulge or use 
the content of private radio-communications (non-broadcast) without 
authorization — with penalties possible (fines, etc.).

● Key offence example: Giving a news reporter details from a 
police/fire/ambulance transmission you overheard — that's illegal.

● sharing details from a ham-to-ham chat is usually fine (as long as it's not 
sensitive personal info that could harm privacy).



  

QUESTION SECTION B-001-013: 
Station identification requirements



  

B-001-013: Station identification requirements

 Valid Canadian Call Signs and Prefixes
● All Canadian amateur call signs begin with one of these ITU prefixes:

● VA (often newer or special)
● VE (most common)
● VO (Newfoundland & Labrador),
● VY (Yukon). The number indicates the province/territory 

● Valid Call sign Examples: VA7BIX, VE6SFX, VA5MUD, VE3TWM, VE9cF
● Invalid formats include US-style (EX: k1ABC) or other countries' prefixes.



  

B-001-013: Station identification requirements



  

B-001-013: Station identification requirements

 When and How Often to Identify
● Identification timing is strict: 

● At the start of a contact (first transmission).  
● At the end of a contact (last transmission).  
● Every 30 minutes or less during longer QSOs/nets.

● The maximum gap without ID is 30 minutes — after that, you must 
identify before continuing. This applies to voice, CW, digital — every 
mode.



  

B-001-013: Station identification requirements

 What to Transmit for Identification
● B-001-013-003 — What do you transmit to identify your amateur 

radio station? Answer: Your call sign
● Simply transmit your own call sign (eX:"This is VE5REV").
● No need for fancy phrases, suffixes, or club names unless operating 

a club station.



  

B-001-013: Station identification requirements

 What to Transmit for Identification
● B-001-013-003 — What do you transmit to identify your amateur 

radio station? Answer: Your call sign
● Simply transmit your own call sign (eX:"This is VE5REV").
● Both conversing stations will do this.
● Test transmissions are exactly the same.
● In canada you must give your callsign in either English or French.



  

B-001-013: Station identification requirements

 Special Cases
● B-001-013-007 — When may an amateur radio operator transmit 

unidentified communications? Answer: Only to control a model craft
● Unidentified transmissions are almost never allowed — except for 

model aircraft/boat/car control (telecommand), where short 
bursts don't require voice/CW ID (but still must be on authorized 
amateur bands and follow power rules).



  

QUESTION SECTION B-001-014: 
International and third-party 

communications



  

B-001-014: International and third-party communications

 Third-Party Communications – General Rules in Canada
● In Canada, you can pass messages for unlicensed friends/family 

(third parties) to any other amateur station worldwide — as long as 
the content is personal (EX: "I'm safe," greetings, family updates) 
and non-commercial (no business, no paid services).

● Canada does not restrict international third-party traffic (unlike 
some countries that ban it entirely). This makes Canada one of the 
most flexible countries for welfare/relief messages.



  

B-001-014: International and third-party communications

International Third-Party Traffic – Special Cases and EmergencieS
● Canada allows outbound international third-party messages 

routinely. In emergencies or disaster relief, third-party traffic is 
permitted unless the other country has explicitly objected (rare — 
most allow it for humanitarian reasons).

● in true crises, err on the side of helping any way you can.



  

B-001-014: International and third-party communications

Who Counts as a Third Party?
● B-001-014-008 — You and a foreign amateur radio operator both have 

a local friend without amateur radio certification engaged in radio 
communication. Who is considered a third party? Answer: Both non-
certified persons

● A third party is anyone without an Amateur Radio Operator 
Certificate participating in the conversation (via you relaying). If 
two hams are each talking to their own unlicensed friend, both 
friends are third parties — even if they're in different countries.



  

B-001-014: International and third-party communications

Scenario: Unlicensed Friend Using Your Station + Foreign Break-In
● B-001-014-001 — If a friend without amateur radio certification is 

using your station to talk to someone in Canada, and a foreign 
station breaks in to talk to your friend, what should you do? 
Answer: Continue monitoring the communications of your friend

●  As the control operator, you remain responsible.



  

B-001-014: International and third-party communications

 Foreign Operators Visiting/Operating in Canada
● Most foreign hams (Excluding US Hams) can operate in Canada under 

international agreements & have an appropriate permit.
● If they qualify for a CEPT (European Conference of Postal and 

Telecommunications Administrations) ham license, they get 
Advanced privileges. 



  

B-001-014: International and third-party communications

 Special Rules for US Operators in Canada
● US hams operate in Canada under a bilateral agreement (no CEPT 

needed).
● They must ID as:  Their US call sign + "mobile" or "portable" + 

Canadian prefix for the province & Mention city/province at least 
once per contact.

● EX: "W1ABC/portable VE3 in Toronto, Ontario"
● This helps listeners know the real location. 



  

B-001-014: International and third-party communications

 When International Communication Is Prohibited
● Canada allows communication with almost all countries. The only 

prohibition is if the foreign administration has filed a formal 
objection with the International Telecommunication Union (ITU).

● very rare — EX: historical cases like certain embargoed countries 
● In practice, Canadian hams can work almost the entire world.



  

QUESTION SECTION B-001-015: 
Operating privileges 

and band limits



  

B-001-015: Operating privileges and band limits

 Privileges When Operating Under Different Qualifications
● The control operator's qualifications determine what can be done — not the 

station owner's or the call sign used. 
● If a Basic-only operator uses an Advanced ham's station and call sign  still →

limited to Basic privileges.  
● If an Advanced operator uses a Basic-only ham's station  still limited to →

Basic privileges.
● This prevents "borrowing" higher privileges. Always operate within your own 

certificate limits (power, modes, bands, remote control, etc.).



  

B-001-015: Operating privileges and band limits

 Requirements for HF Bands (Below 30 MHz)
● B-001-015-003 — In addition to passing the Basic written examination, what must you 

do before you are allowed to use amateur radio frequencies below 30 MHz? Answer: 
You must attain a mark of 80% on the Basic examination, or pass an Advanced or 
Morse code examination

● To get full HF access (all bands below 30 MHz):  
● Score 80%+ on the Basic exam (Basic with Honours), or  
● Pass the Advanced exam, or  
● Pass the Morse code exam (5 wpm send/receive — legacy but still valid for HF).
● Most new hams aim for 80%+ on Basic



  

B-001-015: Operating privileges and band limits

 Radio-Controlled Models and Bands Above 30 MHz
● Any licensed amateur (Basic or higher) can use amateur frequencies 

above 30 MHz (VHF/UHF/microwave) for radio control of models 
(aircraft, boats, cars). 

● No ID required during short control bursts                                            
(from earlier identification rules).

● Below 30 MHz is not allowed for RC due to longer range and 
interference risks. This is a fun, practical use of VHF/UHF privileges.



  

B-001-015: Operating privileges and band limits

 Major Canadian HF Amateur Bands (Below 30 MHz)
● The standard allocations for six Canadian HF bands are on the exam
●  you will just need to memorize the frequencies in the  following 

chart. 
● In actual ham practice you will come to use this information all the 

time.



  

 Major Canadian HF Amateur Bands (Below 30 MHz)

B-001-015: Operating privileges and band limits

1.8MHz                                              160M Band                                        2.0MHz

3.5MHz                                     80M Band                                 4.0MHz

7.0MHz                           40M Band                      7.3MHz

14MHz                    20M Band         14.350MHz

21MHz               15M Band   21.450MHz

28MHz         10M Band 29.700MHz



  

QUESTION SECTION B-001-016: 
Bandwidth and emission

mode restrictions



  

B-001-016: Bandwidth and emission mode restrictions

Maximum Bandwidth on VHF Bands (50 MHz, 144 MHz)
●On 6 m (50–54 MHz) and 2 m (144–148 MHz), the maximum 

bandwidth is 30 kHz. This accommodates FM voice (≈15–
20 kHz), repeaters, packet, and some digital modes.



  

B-001-016: Bandwidth and emission mode restrictions

Maximum Bandwidth on HF Bands (7–25 MHz and 28–29.7 MHz)
● Most HF bands from 40 m to 15 m (7–25 MHz) limit bandwidth 

to 6 kHz — suitable for SSB voice (≈2.4–3 kHz), CW, and narrow 
digital modes.

● The 10m band (28–29.7 MHz) allows up to 20 kHz, giving room 
for wider FM or experimental modes.

● Exception: 30M Band (next Slide)



  

B-001-016: Bandwidth and emission mode restrictions

Special Narrow Band – 30 Metre Band (10.100–10.150 MHz)
● The 30m band (10.100–10.150 MHz) is very narrow (50 kHz total) and 

shared internationally.
● Maximum bandwidth is 1 kHz (not 6 kHz), and SSB is prohibited to 

protect narrow CW and digital modes.
● This band is for low-power, narrowband operation only — no voice 

modes.



  

B-001-016: Bandwidth and emission mode restrictions

Prohibited Emission Mode + Frequency Combinations
● ATV (fast-scan television) requires several MHz of bandwidth — far 

exceeding the 30 kHz limit on 2m (145 MHz) or 6 kHz on 20m (14.23 MHz) 
→ prohibited on both.

● SSB (≈2.7 kHz bandwidth) is prohibited on 30 m (10.12 MHz) — only 
narrow modes allowed.



  

B-001-016: Bandwidth and emission mode restrictions

Band-Edge Precaution
● B-001-016-008 — What precaution must an amateur radio operator take when 

transmitting near band edges? AnsweR: Ensure that the entire occupied 
bandwidth falls within the amateur radio band

● If your signal is near the upper or lower edge (EX: SSB on 7.298 MHz), the whole 
signal (including sidebands) must stay inside the band (7.0–7.3 MHz). 

● No part can "Spill" outside — this causes out-of-band operation, which is 
illegal and can interfere with adjacent services. Use narrow filters, monitor 
with a receiver, and stay well inside the edge if using wider modes.



  

QUESTION SECTION B-001-017: 
Transmitter power limits



  

B-001-017: Transmitter power limits

 General Principle – Minimum Power Rule
● the overriding rule for all amateurs (Basic or Advanced):

● Use The minimum legal power necessary to communicate
● Even if your qualification allows 1000W, you should drop to 5W, 50W, 

or whatever works for the contact.
● It reduces interference, saves energy, and shows good operating 

practice. Mnemonic: MNA - "Minimum necessary — always."

QRP



  

B-001-017: Transmitter power limits

 Power Limits for Basic Qualification Holders
● Basic-only operators (including Basic with Honours or Basic + Morse) are 

limited to: 
● 250 W DC input to the final RF stage 
● 190 W carrier power on non-SSB modes (eX: CW, FM, AM full carrier).  
● 560 W PEP on SSB (voice) — this is roughly equivalent after accounting for 

SSB's higher peak-to-average ratio.
● Basic + Morse or Basic with Honours does not increase power limits — only 

Advanced does.



  

B-001-017: Transmitter power limits

 Power Limits for Advanced Qualification Holders
● advanced Qualification significantly increases power:

● 1000 W DC input to the final stage (common for legal-limit amps).  
● 2250 W PEP on SSB (allows for clean, high-power voice operation without 

exceeding limits).
● This applies across most HF/VHF/UHF bands Except 60M – only 100W PEP is 

allowed on the 60M Band.



  

B-001-017: Transmitter power limits

 Band-Specific Power Limits and Measurements
● The 60m band (5.332–5.405 MHz channelized in Canada), even Advanced 

operators are capped at 100W PEp. This is a shared/secondary band with strict 
limits to protect other users.

● On the low-frequency bands 2200 m (135.7–137.8 kHz) and 630 m (472–479 kHz), 
power is limited by EIRP (equivalent isotropically radiated power), which 
includes antenna gain. High-gain antennas reduce allowable transmitter 
power to stay under the EIRP cap. 



  

B-001-017: Transmitter power limits

 Verifying Power Compliance (RF Exposure & Limits)
● B-001-017-003 — You have determined the maximum transmitter power that 

meets RF exposure and radiated power limits. Where do you verify this power is 
NOT exceeded? Answer: At the output of the transmitter or external amplifier

● When checking power limits (including RF exposure calculations per Safety 
Code 6), measure at the transmitter output or external amplifier output — not 
at the antenna feedline. This is the easiest point to monitor with a wattmeter 
and ensures you stay legal before losses/gain factors.

SAFETY CODE 6
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B-001-018: Repeater and special station rules

 Definition of a Repeater Station
● A repeater station receives a weak signal on an input frequency, amplifies it, 

and retransmits it simultaneously on a different output frequency (usually 
offset by 600 kHz on 2m, 5 MHz on 70cm, etc.).

● This extends coverage for mobile/portable stations. Repeaters are typically 
sponsored by clubs or individuals and follow coordinated band plans to avoid 
interference.



  

B-001-018: Repeater and special station rules

 Unmodulated Carrier Transmissions
● An unmodulated carrier is a pure, continuous RF signal with no modulation (no 

voice, no tone, no data) — like a steady tone on an old AM radio. It is prohibited 
in most cases because it occupies spectrum without carrying information and 
can cause interference.

● The only allowed use is brief tests (EX: tuning a linear amplifier or checking 
SWR) below 30 MHz (HF bands). Even then, keep it short (seconds, not minutes) 
and listen first.

● Above 30 MHz (VHF/UHF), unmodulated carriers are never permitted — use 
modulated test signals (EX: "testing 1-2-3") instead.



  

B-001-018: Repeater and special station rules

 Repeater Access for Basic Qualification Holders
● the lowest output frequency of the repeaters that holders of an 

Amateur Radio Operator Certificate with only a Basic Qualification 
are allowed to use is 29.500MHz. The top 200 khz of the 10M band 
(29.500 MHz to 29.700 MHz) is marked for FM repeaters.

● In practice, 10m repeaters are rare in Canada.



  

QUESTION SECTION B-001-019: 
Technical standards and

station requirements



  

B-001-019: Technical standards and station requirements

 Frequency Stability Requirement

● Below 148 MHz (EX: on all HF bands and VHF up to just above 2 m), your 
transmitter's frequency must be as stable as if it were crystal-controlled — 
meaning very low drift (typically a few Hz or less over time/temperature).

● Modern synthesized rigs easily meet this, but older VFO-only designs might not. 
Above 148 MHz (higher UHF/microwave), more drift is tolerated due to shorter 
wavelengths and narrower practical uses.

● This rule prevents signals from drifting out of band or onto other users — 
critical for narrowband modes like CW/digital.



  

B-001-019: Technical standards and station requirements

Overmodulation Prevention/Indication (Voice Modes)

● Overmodulation (exceeding 100% modulation) causes distortion, splatter 
(broadband interference), and poor audio quality — especially noticeable on 
SSB (single sideband), where there's no carrier to "clip" against.

● Regulations require SSB transmitters to have built-in means to prevent (ex: 
ALC – Automatic Level Control) or indicate (EX: modulation meter, LED/ALC 
indicator) overmodulation. While the rule highlights SSB, good practice 
applies to all voice modes (AM, FM) — but SSB is most sensitive because 
overdrive creates sideband splatter far outside your channel.



  

B-001-019: Technical standards and station requirements

Required Measurement Capability
● Every amateur station must have a reliable way to measure frequency 

accurately — whether built-in digital display, external frequency counter, or 
calibrated receiver. This ensures you stay within band edges and allocated 
sub-bands (EX: no drifting into non-amateur segments).

● No similar requirement exists for power, modulation percentage, or SWR — 
though good operators monitor those too. Frequency is the legal must-have 
because out-of-band operation is a serious violation.



  

QUESTION SECTION B-001-020: 
International communications



  

B-001-020: International communications

Content Restrictions for International Messages
●  When talking to foreign stations, content is strictly limited to: Amateur radio 

purposes (technical discussions, equipment, propagation, operating practices, 
emergency/relief traffic when authorized).

● Personal remarks (friendly chat, family greetings, hobbies, travel experiences 
— non-commercial).

● No business dealings, politics (unless incidental), broadcasting, or third-
party messages unless the foreign country permits them.



  

B-001-020: International communications

ITU Provisions on International Amateur Communications
● The ITU Radio Regulations (global treaty-level rules) allow amateur-to-

amateur international communication by default — unless a country's 
administration formally objects via the ITU (very rare in modern times). 

● Canada has no such objections, so Canadian hams can legally contact 
amateurs in virtually every country (except in extreme cases like active 
conflicts or sanctions). This permissive rule supports global DXing and 
emergency coordination.



  

B-001-020: International communications

 ITU Rules on Morse Code Proficiency
● Since the 2003 ITU World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-03), Morse code 

proficiency is no longer required internationally for any amateur band or 
licence class.

● Each country (administration) decides its own rules. In Canada, Morse (5 wpm) 
is optional — it provides extra HF access for Basic holders but is not 
mandatory.

● This explains why many countries dropped Morse requirements post-2003, 
making the hobby more accessible worldwide.



  

B-001-020: International communications

 Hierarchy of Regulations Canadian Amateurs Must Follow
● Canadian amateurs follow a layered set of rules:

● Domestic: Radiocommunication Act (federal law)
● Radiocommunication Regulations (detailed rules from ISED).
● International Telecommunication Union Regulations (global treaty 

Canada has ratified).



  

QUESTION SECTION B-001-021: 
ITU regions and reciprocal/CEPT 

operations



  

B-001-021: ITU regions and reciprocal/CEPT operations

 Hierarchy of Regulations Canadian Amateurs Must Follow
● The ITU divides the world into three regions for frequency allocation and band 

planning:
● Region 1: Europe, Africa, Middle East, former Soviet states (most restrictive HF 

allocations).  
● Region 2: The Americas (North, Central, South America + Caribbean) — Canada is 

here, along with the US, Mexico, Brazil, etc.  
● Region 3: Asia-Pacific (Australia, Japan, Southeast Asia, Pacific islands).

● Memorize the underlined locations



  

B-001-021: ITU regions and reciprocal/CEPT operations

 Operating in the United States – Frequency Limits and ID
● Canada and the US have a bilateral reciprocal agreement — Basic Qualification is 

sufficient to operate in the US (no Advanced needed).
● Key rules:  Follow US band plans and power limits (EX: US 40 m ends at 7.3 MHz same 

as Canada, but 60 m is channelized differently).  
● Even 7 km offshore in US territorial waters, you're under US rules.  
● ID format (voice): Your Canadian call + /mobile or /portable + US prefix for the 

state/area (ex: "VE5REV portable W4 in Florida").



  

B-001-021: ITU regions and reciprocal/CEPT operations

 CEPT Licence for Europe and Other Participating Countries
● To operate CEPT countries, you need an Advanced qualification 
● The ID Format: Transmit the visited country's prefix, followed by 

"stroke," (/) followed by your Canadian call sign
● Ex: SP/VE5TRF, DL/VE5ARV



  

QUESTION SECTION B-001-022: 
Examination fees and 

accommodations



  

B-001-022: Examination fees and accommodations

 Fees for Examinations at ISED Offices
● B-001-022-004 — What is the fee for taking Amateur Radio Operator 

Certificate examinations at an Innovation, Science and Economic 
Development Canada office? Answer: No charge for qualification 
examinations

● No matter how the questions word this, exams at ISED are FREE.



  

B-001-022: Examination fees and accommodations

 Fees for Examinations by Accredited Examiners
● B-001-022-003 — What is the fee for taking an examination for an 

Amateur Radio Operator Certificate, administered by an accredited 
examiner? AnsweR: The examiner may charge a fee to recover costs

● Accredited examiners (volunteers or clubs approved by ISED) can 
charge a reasonable fee to cover their expenses (venue rental, 
printing, travel, refreshments, etc.)



  

B-001-022: Examination fees and accommodations

 Accommodations and Exceptions for Candidates
● ISED provides reasonable accommodations for candidates with 

disabilities (EX: extra time, large-print exams, oral administration, 
separate room, scribe), but no exemptions from any portion of the 
exam — all questions must be attempted and passed (70% minimum).

● Language interpreters are not permitted — candidates must 
demonstrate sufficient knowledge of English or French (the official 
languages of the exam).



  

QUESTION SECTION B-001-023: 
Antenna structure installation

and public consultation



  

B-001-023: Antenna structure installation and public consultation

 Authority and General Requirements
● The Minister (through ISED) has ultimate federal authority over all 

radiocommunication antenna systems, including amateur 
towers/masts.

● However, you cannot install any size/structure without checking 
local rules or neighbours. Local land-use authorities 
(municipalities, zoning bylaws) often have input.



  

B-001-023: Antenna structure installation and public consultation

 When Public Consultation Is (or Is Not) Required
● Public consultation is not required if an exclusion criterion defined 

by Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada applies.  
● The tallest no-consultation structure is whatever height is 

exempted by either the local land-use authority (if they have a 
process) or ISED's default exclusions. Always check both — local 
bylaws can be stricter.



  

B-001-023: Antenna structure installation and public consultation

 Role of Local Land-Use Authorities vs. ISED
● If a municipality has its own antenna                                     

approval/consultation process, they decide the details (EX: public 
meetings, signage, timelines).

● You follow their process unless your antenna is excluded by their 
rules or by ISED's Client Procedures Circular CPC-2-0-03 criteria. If 
the municipality has no process, you fall back to ISED's default 
process.



  

B-001-023: Antenna structure installation and public consultation

 ISED's Default Public Consultation Process
● ISED's default process (when no local process exists) includes: 

● Posting public notice (EX: Signage on site, newspaper/radio notice).  
● 30-day comment period for written submissions.  
● Addressing reasonable, relevant concerns in writing (EX: safety, 

environmental impact — not aesthetics alone unless tied to land use).  
● No mandatory public meetings (that's a "NOT" element — local authorities 

might require them, but ISED default does not) See B-001-023-005.



  

B-001-023: Antenna structure installation and public consultation

  Resolving Disputes
● B-001-023-008 — The proponent of an antenna system and a 

stakeholder, other than the general public, have failed to 
reach an agreement. How is a final decision reached? AnsweR: 
The decision is made by Innovation, Science and Economic 
Development Canada

● ISED serves as the final decision maker in any disputes.
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RF exposure safety (Safety Code 6)



  

B-001-024: RF exposure safety (Safety Code 6)

  Authority and Purpose of Safety Code 6
● Health Canada (not ISED) publishes Safety Code 6 (Limits of 

Human Exposure to Radiofrequency Electromagnetic Energy 
in the Frequency Range from 3 kHz to 300 GHz).

● Its primary purpose is to establish safe RF exposure limits to 
The Human Body to prevent adverse health effects from RF 
energy. 



  

B-001-024: RF exposure safety (Safety Code 6)

  Frequency Range of Greatest Risk
● The human body absorbs RF energy most efficiently in the VHF range 

(roughly 48–300 MHz, including our popular 6m, 2m, and 1.25m 
bands). This is why exposure limits (in terms of power density or SAR 
– Specific Absorption Rate) are strictest here. 

● Above ~300 MHz or below ~10 MHz, absorption drops significantly, so 
limits are higher.



  

B-001-024: RF exposure safety (Safety Code 6)

  Hand-Held Transmitters and Exposure Limits
● Safety Code 6 does not specify a simple "maximum power" for 

hand-held radios (EX: no "5 W is always safe" rule). Instead, 
compliance is based on exposure (SAR or field strength near 
the body).



  

B-001-024: RF exposure safety (Safety Code 6)

No Exemptions – All Transmitters Covered
● No amateur radio transmitter is exempt from Safety Code 6 — 

whether handheld, mobile, base station, QRP, or high-power. 
● All must comply with exposure limits. Operators are 

responsible for ensuring their station (power, duty cycle, 
antenna placement, distance to people) stays within safe 
levels.



  

B-001-024: RF exposure safety (Safety Code 6)

 Two Basic Exposure Situations and Additional Effects
● Safety Code 6 defines two categories:

● Controlled environments — occupational (EX: you at your own station) — 
higher limits allowed.  

● Uncontrolled environments — general public (neighbours, family, passers-
by) — stricter limits (typically 1/5 of controlled).

● Below ~10 MHz (EX: 160 m, 80 m), besides heating, nerve stimulation (induced 
currents causing tingling or muscle twitch) is the other main concern, so 
limits are set accordingly.



  

B-001-024: RF exposure safety (Safety Code 6)

 Common Misconceptions About Safety Code 6
● B-001-024-010 — Which of these statements about Safety 

Code 6 is NOT correct? AnsweR: Safety Code 6 sets limits in 
terms of power levels fed into antennas

● Safety Code 6 does NOT set limits based on transmitter 
power or power into the antenna — it uses exposure metrics.



  

QUESTION SECTION B-001-025: 
Electromagnetic compatibility and 

interference responsibility



  

B-001-025: Electromagnetic compatibility and interference responsibility

 When the Consumer Device Is at Fault (Lack of Immunity)
● If the measured RF field strength from your station at the neighbour's 

location is below  is below Innovation, Science and Economic Development 
Canada's specified immunity criteria in EMCAB-2 (Electromagnetic Compatibility 
Advisory Bulletin), the stereo (or other device) is considered to have 
inadequate immunity.

● The fault lies with the consumer equipment, not your legal amateur 
transmission. You are not required to reduce power or stop operating — the 
neighbour (or manufacturer) should address the device's poor 
design/shielding.



  

B-001-025: Electromagnetic compatibility and interference responsibility

 When the Amateur Transmission Is at Fault
●  If the RF field at the neighbour's premises exceeds the EMCAB-2 immunity limit, 

your transmission is deemed the cause of the interference.

● In this case, you must take reasonable steps to mitigate (ex: lower power, 
change antenna, add filters, adjust operating times) until the field drops 
below the threshold or the problem is resolved. This protects the public from 
excessive RF exposure/interference.



  

B-001-025: Electromagnetic compatibility and interference responsibility

 Types of Affected Equipment in EMCAB-2

●  EMCAB-2 classifies affected devices into categories with different immunity thresholds:

● Associated equipment — non-radio home entertainment gear (EX: TVs, stereos, DVD players, 
game consoles) connected to broadcast receivers or similar. These have specific (often 
lower) immunity requirements.  

● Radio-sensitive equipment — devices that use radio frequencies internally but are not 
licensed radio apparatus (EX: garage door openers, wireless doorbells, baby monitors, 
cordless phones). These also have defined immunity levels.

● Knowing the category helps determine which field-strength limit applies when measuring 
during a complaint.
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